	
c.2000 BCE
Bodies are interred in present day India with skeletal pathology consistent with leprosy
	
c.1700 BCE
An Egyptian medical text is written that describes the response of the brain to physical trauma; later named the Edwin Smith Papyrus after the man who bought it in 1862
	
c.1500 BCE
An Eqyptian medical text is written with about 900 recipes for medicines, 13 of which are for headache (one-sided, with visual aura and nausea); later named the Ebers Papyrus after the man who bought it in 1873

	
c.14-1300 BCE
An Egyptian stele is made showing a priest with an atrophied leg and a walking stick, thought to be the first representation of poliomyelitis
	
c.1200 BCE
The Syriac Book of Medicines is written, with descriptions of neurological conditions, light and deep sleep; and attribution of epilepsy to the brain
	
c.900 BCE
Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi (known in the West as Rhazes) describes 7 cranial nerves and 31 spinal nerves in his Kitab al-Hawi (The Comprehensive Book on Medicine), translated into Latin in 1279

	
c.800 BCE
Homer publishes The Iliad, with an early description of brachial plexus injury (Hector hits Teucer with a rock on the clavicle, and he is unable to wield his bow)
	
c.7-600 BCE
Sumerian verses describing headache "flashing like lightning," possibly written as early as 4000 BCE, are translated into Assyrio-Babylonian for Ashurbanipal’s library at Niniveh
	
c.600 BCE
The Sanskrit text Sushruta Samhita describes trephination, cranial nerves, and possibly the concept of afferent and efferent nerves

	
c.400 BCE
"On the Sacred Disease," is written - maybe by Hippocrates, though authorship is disputed - arguing that epilepsy is not sacred, but hereditary; and children are more likely to die from it, since their blood vessels are small
	
c.200
Galen proposes that cognition and memory are functions of the brain, and describes 11/12 cranial nerves
	
c.390
Philosopher and bishop Nemesius of Emesa publishes On Human Nature, proposing the theory that cognition and mental functions occur in the ventricles

	
1025
Ibn Sina (known in the West as Avicenna) publishes The Canon of Medicine, with descriptions of epilepsy, stroke, vertigo and meningitis, and 15 different types of headaches
	
1087
Constantine the African publishes the first of many Latin translations of Arabic medical writings: the Liber Pantegni of Ali ibn al-'Abbas al-Majusi (Haly 
Abbas in Latin), describing headaches and epilepsy
	
1316
Mondino de Luzzi publishes Anathomia, the first European anatomy textbook, with a description of the meninges and the rete mirabile (marvelous network) of blood vessels

	
1508
Leonardo da Vinci describes an experiment in which he injects molten wax into a brain (likely bovine) to determine the size and shape of the ventricles, including the "ventricle of memory" (the 4th ventricle)
	
1536
Niccolo Massa describes intraventricular fluid found during an autopsy in Liber Introductorius Anatomiae - the first description of cerebrospinal fluid
	
1543
Andreas Vesalius publishes his anatomical masterpiece, De humani corporis fabrica libri septum (On the Fabric of the Human Body); Book VII, on the brain, challenges the ventricle-centered model of cognition

	
1549
Jason Pratensis publishes De Cerebri Morbis, possibly the first book devoted exclusively to neurological disease, discussing tremor, tetanus, vertigo and epilepsy
	
1561
Valerius Cordius publishes the first description of ether preparation in De artificiosis extractionibus liber (the extraction of ether is also attributed to Ramon Llull in 1275, but without evidence)
	
1572
In a letter to fellow physician Gerolamo Mercuriale detailing the optic nerves, Costanzo Varolio describes a bridge between the cerebellum and cerebrum that he terms the pons (bridge)

	
1587
Julius Caesar Arantius coins the term hippocampus, from the Greek word for seahorse, in De Humano Foetu Liber
	
1596
Sir Walter Raleigh mentions arrow poison (curare) in his book Discovery of the Large, Rich and Beautiful Empire of Guiana (but doesn't say it causes paralysis, and thinks it might be cured by garlic)
	
1597
Martinus Rulandus describes benign epilepsy with centrotemporal spikes - later called benign Rolandic epilepsy after 18th century Italian anatomist Luigi Rolando. The EEG spikes are described by Yvette Gastaut in 1952




	
1604
Johannes Kepler determines how light is refracted within the eye to produce an image on the retina
	
1621
Robert Burton publishes The Anatomy of Melancholy, a 500,000 word, best-selling treatise on the medical and philosophical nature of depression
	
1628
William Harvey publishes De Motu Cordis, controversially describing the circulation of the body (and the brain)

	
1641
Thomas Bartholin describes the lateral fissure of the brain in Casp. Bartolini Institutiones Anatomicae, described again by Franciscus Sylvius and named the Sylvian fissure
	
1649
In The Passions of the Soul, Rene Descartes describes the pineal gland as "the principal seat of the soul"
	
1664
Thomas Willis publishes Cerebri Anatomi, with the description of the blood vessels that will bear his name; classification of 10 cranial nerves (including the olfactory nerve as CN 1); and invention of the term neurology

	
1665
In Micrographia: or Some Physiological Descriptions of Minute Bodies Made by Magnifying Glasses, Robert Hooke describes items seen through a microscope and coins the word cell
	
1684
Raymond Vieussens describes white matter tracts of the brain in his Neurographia Universalis
	
1684
A sex and pregnancy medical manual is published, highlighting women's sexual pleasure, titled Aristotle's Masterpiece - and becomes enormously popular, frequently reprinted for over a century

	
1686
Thomas Sydenham describes acute chorea in pre-pubescent children - Saint Vitus' dance - in Schedula Monitoria de Novae Febris Ingressa
	
1690
John Locke publishes Essay Concerning Human Understanding, with the idea that humans are born without ideas but form ideas of the world through experience and reflection
	
1707
Antonio Valsalva reports a patient with unilateral cerebral hemorrhage and contralateral weakness; years later, anatomist Giovanni Morgagni will call these crossed findings “the Valsalva doctrine”

	
1719
Johann Hensing reports high levels of phosphorus in the brain, leading people to think the glowing chemical is how the brain works; Jakob Moleschott will say, more than a century later, that without phosphorus, there are no thoughts
	
1737
The composer George Handel suffers paralysis of the right arm - but recovers fully, with no apparent residual disability, leading future historians to speculate on the cause
	
1742
Promoting exercise and a vegetarian diet, George Cheyne proposes that nervous disease is a particularly English malady in The Natural Method of Cureing Diseases of the Body and the Disorders of the Mind

	
1745
Jonathan Swift, author of Guillver's Travels, dies, leaving money for a more charitable and humane psychiatric hospital in Dublin
	
1747
James Lind conducts the first randomized trial - and determines that oranges and lemons are most helpful to treat scurvy
	
1749
David Hartley publishes Observations of Man, discussing "associationism" and using the word "psychology" for the first time in an English work

	
1751
Robert Whytt distinguishes between voluntary actions and involuntary reflexes, from "the brain or spinal marrow," in The Vital and Other Involuntary Motions of Animals
	
1760
Charles-Michel de l'Épée opens the first free school for the Deaf, using a self-created Instructional Method of Signs
	
1771
Anatomist and inventor of anatomical wax models for instruction Marie Marguerite Biheron presents her work at the Academie Royale, including (according to Diderot) the brain, eye and ear

	
1773
John Fothergill writes "Of a Painful Affection of the Face" (about trigeminal neuralgia)
	
1776
Vincenzo Malacarne's Nuova esposizione della vera struttura del cervelletto umano features the first complete description of the cerebellum
	
1778
In his graduate thesis, 23 year old Thomas von Soemmerring lists the 12 cranial nerves in the classification we use today (he later writes that the soul is in the cerebrospinal fluid)

	
1789
Felix Vicq d'Azyr, who used chemicals to preserve the brain for dissection and described the locus coeruleus, the substantia nigra and the central sulcus, is appointed physician to Queen Marie Antoinette
	
1806
Phillipe Pinel publishes "A Treatise on Insanity," arguing for moral and humane treatment of people with mental illness
	
1808
Gaspard Vieusseux - who described the details of meningitis after an outbreak in Geneva - gives the first clinical description of lateral medullary infarction at a medical meeting

	
1809
Scottish surgeon, neurologist and philosopher Charles Bell (of palsy fame) paints Opisthotonus (Tetanus), an impressive artistic work demonstrating muscle spasms in tetanus
	
1812
Benjamin Rush publishes Medical Inquiries and Observations upon the Diseases of the Mind, attributing mental illness and dementia to physical rather than emotional problems (possibly all from problematic blood vessels in the brain)
	
1816
The first stethoscope (resembling an ear trumpet) is invented by René Laennec

	
1817
James Parkinson publishes "An Essay on the Shaking Palsy," a description of what would later be called Parkinson's disease
	
1819
Karl Burdach publishes the first of three volumes on neuroanatomy, which give a detailed description of the basal ganglia and coin the terms amygdala and arcuate fasciculus
	
1822
François Magendie, in dog experiments criticized by the Humane Society, shows that the posterior roots of spinal nerves contain sensory fibers and anterior roots contain motor fibers – the Bell-Magendie law.

	
1837
Jan Evangelista Purkynje publishes a paper describing cells in the cerebellum with tree branch-like dendrites, later called Purkinje cells
	
1838
In Observationes Anatomicae et Microscopicae de Systematis Nervosi Structura, Robert Remak shows that nerves aren't hollow fluid-filled tubes (he'll later describe the ganglion in the atrium of the heart)
	
1838
The Napoleonic Code contains "loi sur les aliénés" (law on the insane) mandating public institutions for the mentally ill



	
1839
Theodor Schwann publishes Mikroskopische Untersuchungen, describing myelinated nerve fibers (he previously proposed that cells were the basic unit of all living organisms)
	
1841
William West describes infantile spasms - in his own son - in a letter to the Lancet
	
1842
Crawford Long is (arguably) the first to use ether in surgeries

	
1843
James McCune Smith, the first Black man to receive an MD, lectures on the uselessness of phrenology - a pseudoscience of skull shapes used to demonstrate racial difference and justify slavery
	
1846
William Morton demonstrates ether for the relief of pain in surgery in the Ether Dome at Massachusetts General Hospital
	
1847
Lydia Folger Fowler, the 2nd woman to get an MD in America, writes Familiar Lessons on Phrenology Designed for the Use of Children, with the idea that children can develop the "organs" of the brain 

	
1847
Ignaz Semmelweis orders physicians in his obstetrics clinic to clean “cadaverous particles” from hands and tools with chlorine; the intervention is successful, but – partly due to his struggles with mental illness – not widely accepted
	
1848
Hannah Greener, a 15 year old undergoing surgery for an ingrown toenail, is the first mortality from medical chloroform use
	
1848
Reformer, abolitionist and advocate for education Samuel Gridley Howe founds the Experimental School for Teaching and Training Idiotic Children in Massachusetts

	
1848
While he is preparing a railroad line in Vermont, an explosion sends a tamping rod through the skull and brain of Phineas Gage - and he survives
	
1849
Elizabeth Blackwell receives her MD from Geneva Medical College and becomes the first woman to get an MD in America
	
1851
Hermann von Helmholz publishes the first description of an ophthalmoscope for examining the retina (mathematician Charles Babbage invented one a few years earlier, but set it aside)



	
1854
Charles-Édouard Brown-Séquard works briefly at the Medical College of Virginia, but is disliked due to his eccentricities; his opposition to slavery; and his use of animal vivisection. He is accused of being mixed race 
	
1854
President Franklin Pierce vetoes Bill for the Benefit of the Indigent Insane, an initiative spearheaded by activist, asylum reformer and author Dorothea Dix
	
1854
Anesthesiologist and epidemiologist John Snow, instrumental in the use of chloroform in surgeries, studies cholera in London and recommends dismantling the Broad Street Pump

	
1855
Novelist and early American neurologist Silas Weir Mitchell publishes a short story about medicine, "The Case of George Dedlow," in The Atlantic
	
1855
Friedrich Gaedcke isolates an alkaloid from the coca leaf that Albert Niemann will name "cocaine"
	
1857
Sir Charles Locock, obstetrician to Queen Victoria, is reported to have used potassium bromide to successfully stop epileptic seizures in catamenial epilepsy - the first report of an effective anti-epileptic medication

	
1858
Charles-Édouard Brown-Séquard delivers lectures at the Royal College of Surgeons of England on the effect of lateral cord lesions (many experiments done in vivisected animals)
	
1858
Physiologist Claude Bernard publishes "Lessons on the physiology and pathology of the nervous system," revolutionizing concepts of nerve function
	
1859
Charles Darwin publishes On the Origin of Species, introducing the idea of natural selection and evolution over generations

	
1859
Florence Nightingale, known for her skillful visual representations of statistics, is the first woman elected to the Royal Statistical Society
	
1860
Florence Nightingale creates the first secular nursing school, with rigorous training and a focus on sanitation
	
1861
Paul Broca sees a man on the wards who can only say the word "tan.” He has a lesion in the left frontal lobe on autopsy - an area that will be called "Broca's area"

	
1862
Edwin Smith buys an ancient Egyptian scroll describing physical trauma to the brain; its importance will later be recognized by Egyptologist Caroline Ransom Williams
	
1862
Guillaume-Benjamin Duchenne publishes The Mechanism of Human Physiognomy - a study of human facial expression and emotion
	
1863
Austin Flint conducts the first placebo-controlled trial (for rheumatism); he will publish The Physiology of Man: Nervous System 9 years later

	
1866
John Langdon Down publishes "Observations on the Ethnic Classifications of Idiots," noting that some people with intellectual disability are born with different features than their parents. He describes "Mongolian type" (now called Trisomy 21 or Down syndrome)
	
1868
Alfred Vulpian, colleague and best man of Jean-Martin Charcot (and teacher of Dejerine and Dejerine-Klumpke), publishes 3 cases of multiple sclerosis the two men collected
	
1869
Fyodor Dostoyevsky begins publishing his serial novel The Idiot, featuring a main character who, like Dostoyevsky, has epilepsy

	
1868
Although not the first to describe the disease, Guillaume Duchenne publishes 13 cases of boys with progressive proximal weakness (with diagnostic criteria and muscle histology)
	
1869
After working with Charcot in Paris, Aleksei Kozhevnikov returns to Russia, where he will start a neurology and psychiatry clinic and describe epilepsia partialis continua
	
1871
William Hammond publishes Treatise on Diseases of the Nervous System, the first American neurology textbook

	
1872
George Huntington writes "On Chorea" at age 22, describing the syndrome that will be known as Huntington's disease
	
1872
The British Medical Journal refers to Alfred Vulpian and Jean-Martin Charcot as the "Castor and Pollux of experimental physiology and pathology" (though their students will fight intensely)
	
1875
The American Neurological Association is founded by William Hammond and others, to be an elite group of academic neurologists: "the number of members not to exceed 50"

	
1878
The first issue of the journal Brain is published, with three editors: John Hughlings Jackson, David Ferrier and James Crichton-Browne
	
1879
In an attempt to prove that Mycobacterium leprae is the causative bacteria of leprosy, Gehard Hansen inoculates a woman with leprous material in her eye, without her consent
	
1879
Neurosurgeon William Macewen uses the neurological exam and evaluation of seizures to localize and for the first time successfully remove a brain tumor

	
1880
Jean-Martin Charcot's famous patient, Augustine Gleizes, frequently exhibited by Charcot as an example of hysteria and the use of hypnosis, escapes the hospital wearing men's clothes and is never seen again
	
1880
A resolution is passed at the 2nd International Congress on the Education of the Deaf that speech therapy/lip reading is the preferred educational method over sign language for the Deaf; “oralism” will impact Deaf education for decades
	
1881
Louis Pasteur presents his findings of experiments discrediting spontaneous generation and arguing for the germ theory of disease

	
1881
George Miller Beard publishes a paper describing a mass psychogenic event in lumberjacks: the "Jumping Frenchmen of Maine"
	
1881
David Ferrier is the first scientist to be prosecuted under the Cruelty to Animals Act, due to his work on cortical localization through animal vivisection
	
1883
Rebecca Crumpler, the first Black woman to get an MD, publishes A Book of Medical Discourses in Two Parts, which discusses headache and "brain fever"

	
1883
Benjamin Thompson Lowne is the first to use the word neuron - to indicate the neural part of the compound eye of arthropods
	
1884
Sarah McNutt is elected the 1st female member of the American Neurological Association for her work on the neuropathology of cerebral palsy
	
1885
Augusta Dejerine-Klumpke publishes her thesis on lower brachial plexus palsy with ipsilateral pupillary miosis (Klumpke palsy)

	
1885
Gilles de la Tourette describes "maladie des tics" (Tourette syndrome) in 9 patients
	
1886
William Gowers publishes his Manual of Diseases of the Nervous System
	
1887
Jean-Martin Charcot, the charismatic "Father of Neurology," begins his “Tuesday Lessons,” presenting patients to packed rooms and discussing neuropathology

	
1887
Reporter Nellie Bly publishes Ten Days in a Mad House condemning the conditions in the Women's Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell's Island
	
1888
J. Madison Taylor develops the first "reflex hammer," with a triangular rubber head
	
1891
Alexander Hill translates a paper from the German and introduces Heinrich Waldeyer's word neuron into English, as the basic nerve cell

	
1891
Heinrich Quincke describes the first lumbar punctures, as a treatment for hydrocephalus, in 5 children and 5 adults
	
1892
Pierre Marie challenges Jules Dejerine to a duel - with pistols - over the definition of sensory ataxia
	
1892
The National Society for the Employment of Epileptics is founded in the UK by John Hughlings Jackson, William Gowers and David Ferrier

	
1893
Gilles de la Tourette is shot in the head, but not killed, by a patient who claimed she was unable to make a living after being hypnotized
	
1894
Eugéne Devic and his student Fernand Gault use the term 'neuro-myélite optique aiguë' for a severe demyelinating condition of the optic nerve and spinal cord we now call neuromyelitis optica spectrum disorder
	
1894
Herman Oppenheim publishes the Textbook of Nervous Diseases for Doctors and Students, the major neurological textbook for many years

	
1895
The first pro-eugenics law is passed in the United States, restricting marriage in Connecticut between persons who are "epileptic, imbecile or feeble-minded" as long as the woman is under 45 years of age
	
1895
Henry Donaldson - whose greatest contribution to science will be promotion of the albino Wistar rat as a scientific model - publishes The Growth of the Brain
	
1897
J.S. Risien Russell, born in the Caribbean and the first British Black neurologist, is elected a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians

	
1898
Bayer and Co. introduces heroin as a cough suppressant and analgesic
	
1900
Max Lewandowsky notes that dyes injected into the peripheral circulation fail to permeate brain tissue and suggests that brain vessels have different properties (but he does not use the term "blood-brain barrier" or Blut-Hirn-Schranke)
	
1904
Solomon Fuller, the first American Black neurologist (and husband of Harlem Renaissance sculptor Meta Warrick Fuller), travels to Munich to work with Alois Alzheimer

	
1904
Alfred Binet and Theodore Simon are commissioned by the French government to develop an intelligence test to determine which children need more help in school - the IQ test
	
1905
Susanna Phelps Gage debuts her technique of constructing anatomical models of embryos out of stacks of blotting paper at the Association of American Anatomists meeting
	
1906
Mary Putnam Jacobi, arguably the 1st female neurologist, dies. She posthumously publishes an article "A Description of the Early Symptoms of the Meningeal Tumor Compressing the Cerebellum, From Which the Writer Died, Written by Herself."

	
1906
Santiago Ramón y Cajal and Camillo Golgi share the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine "in recognition of their work on the nervous system"
	
1909
Janischewsky describes the palmar grasp reflex - a primitive reflex of neonates - in a case of Parkinsonism
	
1909
Korbinian Brodmann, working with Cecile and Oscar Vogt, publishes maps of the brain, grouped into areas based on cytoarchitecture

	
1910
The Flexner Report changes the culture of medicine with standardized curricula and strong adherence to science. 5 out of 7 Black medical schools will close and fewer women will become physicians for decades
	
1910
Ernst Trömner invents a reflex hammer with two different-sized rubber knobs
	
1910
Emil Kraepelin uses the term “Alzheimer’s disease” in his Handbook of Psychiatry

	
1913
Walter Dandy and Kenneth Blackfan publish a landmark paper on the production of cerebrospinal fluid and causes of hydrocephalus
	
1914
Edward Kendall publishes a study of the isolation and crystallization of thyroxine from thyroid glands; he will win a Nobel Prize decades later for his work isolating cortisol from the adrenal glands
	
1914
The Harrison Narcotic Act outlaws cocaine in the United States

	
1916
The first large epidemic of poliomyelitis hits, with more than 9000 cases in New York City and 27,000 cases nationwide (primarily in children, as adults are usually asymptomatic)
	
1918
Ernst Moro describes the "embracing reflex," the primitive reflex known as the Moro reflex
	
1918
Walter Dandy publishes on air ventriculography and pneumoencephalography, a novel technique allowing visualization of brain lesions on X ray

	
1919
Woodrow Wilson, the U.S. President, has a stroke - probably his 4th, leaving him paralyzed on his left side - but remains President until 1921
	
1919
Neurologist Lewis Weed is promoted to chair of anatomy at Johns Hopkins over Florence Sabin, 1st female professor at Hopkins, who joined the faculty 12 years before him
	
1921
Ida Hyde, the first woman elected to the American Physiological Society, develops the first micro-electrode for intracellular work

	
1922
Insulin extract is administered to a human for the first time by Frederick Banting, John Macleod and Charles Best; years later, Dorothy Crowfoot Hodgkin will elucidate the structure of insulin
	
1925
A nurse known as Miss Wintle develops the Queen Square reflex hammer at the National Hospital for Nervous Diseases in London
	
1926
Bernard Sachs publishes A Treatise on the Nervous Diseases of Children, considered the first pediatric neurology textbook

	
1926
Pioneering neurosurgeon and prolific author Harvey Cushing (of Cushing disease fame) wins a Pulitzer Prize for his two-volume biography, The Life of Sir William Osler
	
1927
Egas Moniz reports the 1st case of cerebral angiography
	
1927
The U.S. Supreme Court rules in Buck v. Bell that compulsory sterilization for intellectual disabilities is constitutional

	
1928
Dorothy Klenke Nash is the 1st female neurosurgeon to practice in the United States
	
1928
Penicillin, the first antibiotic, is discovered serendipitously by Alexander Fleming
	
1928
Edgar Adrian and Detlev Bronk publish experiments recording action potentials from the phrenic nerve

	
1928
Philip Drinker and Louis Shaw develop the "iron lung" to support respiration for those paralyzed by poliomyelitis
	
1929
Hans Berger publishes 
the 1st report of electroencephalography (EEG)
	
1930
Harriet Edgeworth publishes an article in the Journal of the American Medical Association describing the benefits of ephedrine for her own case of myasthenia gravis

	
1930
Jake leg, an epidemic of lower extremity paralysis associated with an adulterated "medication" known as Jamaican ginger, drunk during Prohibition for its alcohol content, is first noted by two physicians in Oklahoma
	
1931
Neuropathologist Myrtelle Canavan publishes a paper on a neurodegenerative disorder she calls "Schilder's encephalitis periaxialis diffusa," later renamed Canavan disease
	
1932
The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is awarded to Charles Sherrington and Edgar Adrian for their work on neuronal function 

	
1933
Marcelle Lapicque, a European neuroscientist of African-Cuban descent, is awarded the French Legion of Honor for her work on nerve impulses and the neuromuscular junction
	
1934
The American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology is founded
	
1934
Mary Broadfoot Walker publishes a single case study of a patient with myasthenia gravis treated with subcutaneous physostigmine

	
1934
Denis Browne, the first British pediatric surgeon, develops an orthopedic splint to treat congenital talipes equinovarus (club foot)
	
1935
J. Ridley Stroop publishes “Studies of Interference in Serial Verbal Reactions” (the Stroop test) 
	
1936
After Carl Huber’s death, Elizabeth Crosby publishes their work The Comparative Anatomy of the Nervous System of Vertebrates

	
1936
Born in Puerto Rico, Rafael Hernandez likely becomes the 1st Black ABPN board certified neurologist
	
1936
Neurologist Walter Freeman and neurosurgeon James Watts perform the first prefrontal lobotomy in the United States. Freeman will develop a transorbital procedure (opposed by Watts) that could be done quickly, in clinic - performed on JFK's sister Rosemary
	
1936
Otto Loewi and Henry Dale win the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for elucidating the chemical transmission of nerve impulses

	
1937
Frank Ford, one of the first pediatric neurologists in the United States, publishes Diseases of the Nervous System in Infancy, Childhood and Adolescence
	
1937
West Nile Virus is first isolated from an ill patient in northern Uganda
	
1937
Heinrich Klüver and Paul Bucy remove temporal lobes in rhesus monkeys and observe hyperorality, hypersexuality, visual agnosia and docility

	
1938
William Lennox, Harvard neurologist and president of the International League Against Epilepsy, publishes "Should They Live?", an essay arguing for a eugenicist approach to care for people with disabilities
	
1938
Neuropathologist Louise Eisenhardt becomes the first female president of the American Association of Neurological Surgeons
	
1938
Derek Denny-Brown and Joseph Pennybacker publish the first EMG study of single motor unit action potentials (MUAPs) in patients with neurologic disorders

	
1938
Walter Dandy clips the first intracerebral aneurysm, birthing the field of cerebrovascular neurosurgery
	
1938
Physician Kate Campbell Hurd-Mead publishes A History of Women in Medicine: from the Earliest Times to the Beginning of the Nineteenth Century 
	
1939
Lou Gehrig retires from baseball due to progression of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis; he declares himself the "luckiest man on the face of the earth"

	
1942
Foster Kennedy argues for euthanasia of the "congenital defective" and "feebleminded" in the American Journal of Psychiatry
	
1943
The Medical Research Council UK conducts the first double-blind treatment study (not randomized), of a medication called patulin for the common cold
	
1943
Working in his lab, Albert Hoffman accidently ingests a substance he synthesized five years earlier: lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD)

	
1944
Troxidone, developed as an analgesic, is found to be the first anti-epileptic successful against absence seizures; but toxicity and teratogenicity are high
	
1945
Neurologist Leo Alexander gives testimony in the Doctors' Trial, the first of the Nuremberg Trials, and helps develop the Nuremberg Code, providing ethical principles for scientific experimentation on humans
	
1947
Upon learning that her brother has multiple sclerosis - untreatable - Sylvia Lawry co-founds the National Multiple Sclerosis Society and the Multiple Sclerosis International Federation (in the same year)

	
1948
Abraham B. Baker founds the American Academy of Neurology - one of "4 Horsemen" with Francis Forster, Russell DeJong and Adolph Sahs
	
1949
The 1st biannual meeting of the American Academy of Neurology is held in French Lick, Indiana. Two women neurologists present: Kate Constable and Alexandra Adler
	
1949
Jacob Chandy starts the Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery at Christian Medical College of Vellore, the first neurology department in India

	
1950
The Neurological Institute of Neurological Disease and Blindness is established through work by philanthropist and advocate Mary Lasker, Senator Claude Pepper, and many vocal neurologists including A. B. Baker and Houston Merritt
	
1951
William Lennox and Frederic Gibbs win the Albert and Mary Lasker Award for work they did with Erna Gibbs on epilepsy
	
1951
First issue of the journal Neurology is published, editor in chief: Russell DeJong; managing editor: Margaret M. Kane

	
1951
Houston Merritt names adult neurologist Sidney Carter Chief of the Pediatric Neurology service at Columbia. Carter will create a pediatric neurology department at Columbia and create training fellowships
	
1952
The Apgar score is developed by anesthesiologist Virginia Apgar to asses newborn health
	
1952
Rosalind Franklin's student Raymond Gosling takes the famous X-ray Photo 51, revealing the helix structure of DNA

	
1952
Brenda Milner starts her study of H.M., a patient with anterograde amnesia following bilateral medial temporal lobe surgery for epilepsy
	
1953
Phenytoin is approved by the FDA for seizures
	
1953
Clarence Sumner Greene, chair of neurosurgery at Howard, becomes the first African American appointed diplomate of the American Board of Neurosurgery

	
1954
Future chair of neurology at Columbia, editor-in-chief of Neurology and president of both ANA (1980) and AAN (1989) Lewis P. "Bud" Rowland is fired from his fellowship at the NIH for “anti-American acts” under McCarthyism
	
1954
Poet and artist Christy Brown, diagnosed with cerebral palsy, publishes his autobiography, My Left Foot
	
1954
Russell Brain, author of Brain’s Diseases of the Nervous System, becomes editor-in-chief of the neurology journal Brain

	
1955
Results are announced of the trial of the 1st inactivated vaccine for polio, developed by Jonas Salk, Julius Youngner, Byron Bennett, L. James Lewis and Lorraine Friedman.
	
1956
Andrew Foster, who lost his hearing from meningitis, starts the Christian Mission for Deaf Africans, which will open 32 schools for the Deaf on the continent of Africa
	
1957
Esther Pohl Lovejoy - 1st female physician to practice in Oregon, city health inspector, suffragist and director of the American Women's Hospitals - publishes a history titled Women Doctors of the World

	
1958
M. Wharton Young likely becomes the first Black neurologist to present at an AAN meeting
	
1958
Sorel and Dusaucy-Bauloye describe effective treatment of infantile spasms with ACTH
	
1959
Neuropathologist and professor Dorothy Russell publishes the first textbook of tumor neuropathology, The Pathology of Tumours of the Nervous System, with Lucius Rubinstein

	
1961
T.S. Kanaka, the first female neurosurgeon in Asia, performs the first stereotactic surgery in India with Balasubramaniam Ramamurthi
	
1962
Elizabeth Crosby publishes an update of Comparative Anatomy of the Nervous System with her life partner, Tryphena Humphrey, around the time the two neuroanatomists joined the faculty of the University of Alabama at Birmingham
	
1963
Alan Butler Clark likely becomes the 1st Black man to graduate from a neurology residency (Mount Sinai)

	
1963
Alan Hodgkin, Andrew Huxley and John Eccles win the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for understanding the nerve cell membrane
	
1964
Audrey Penn and Ana Judith Roman Garcia likely become the first Black female graduates from neurology residency (Columbia and University of Puerto Rico, respectively)
	
1964
The Declaration of Helsinki gives ethical principles for medical research involving human participants 

	
1965
Ronald Melzack and Patrick Wall publish “Pain Mechanisms: A New Theory,” introducing the “gate theory” of pain
	
1967
The first Black students graduate from Johns Hopkins Medical School: James Nabwangu, from Kenya; and Robert Gamble, from West Virginia. Both will become neurosurgeons
	
1968
Child neurology is recognized as a distinct subspecialty by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology

	
1968
The Association of University Professors of Neurology holds its first meeting
	
1968
The Neurological Institute of Neurological Disease and Blindness is renamed the Neurological Institute of Neurological Disease and Stroke
	
1969
Lawrence McHenry revises Fielding Garrison's chapter on the History of Neurology into a massive textbook he calls Garrison's History of Neurology

	
1970
Judy Heumann is denied a New York teaching license because she uses a wheelchair; she sues the city, wins, and goes on to become a key player in the Disability Rights Movement
	
1971
The 1st CT scan is performed at Atkinson Morley Hospital on a woman suspected of having a brain tumor
	
1972
The Child Neurology Society is founded by Kenneth Swaiman

	
1972
Reporter Jean Heller and epidemiologist Peter Buxton break the news of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, a prospective study of impoverished African-American men with syphilis who were deliberately kept from treatment
	
1973
Oliver Sacks publishes Awakenings
	
1973
Anneliese Pontius coins the term neuroethics in her paper, "Neuroethics of 'Walking' in the Newborn"

	
1973
Terje Lømo and Timothy Bliss publish the first description of long-term potentiation
	
1977
Roger Guillemin and Andrew Schally win the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for their work in neuroendocrinology (Rosalind Yalow shares the prize, the 2nd woman to ever win in Medicine, for discovering the radioimmunoassay)
	
1977
Disability activists hold a month-long sit-in, occupying federal buildings in San Francisco, to protest the failure to implement Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act

	
1978
Charlotte Dravet describes severe myoclonic epilepsy of infancy, later renamed Dravet Syndrome
	
1978
Godfrey Hounsfeld and Allan Cormack receive the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for development of the CT scanner
	
1978
The 1st human brain MRIs are performed

	
1979
Patricia Goldman-Rakic shows that catecholamines in the frontal lobe are essential for working memory
	
1981
David Hubel and Torsten Wiesel share the Nobel Prize for their studies of the visual cortex; Roger Sperry also wins this year for research on disconnection of the corpus callosum (split-brain)
	
1981
Joseph Volpe publishes the 1st edition of Neurology of the Newborn

	
1981
Alexa Canady completes her residency, becoming the first Black woman neurosurgeon
	
1985
Oliver Sacks publishes The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat
	
1985
Pratibha Singhi and B.N.S. Walia co-found PRAYAAS, the Rehabilation Center for Handicapped Children, in India

	
1986
Rita Levi Montalcini and Stanley Cohen win the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for the discovery of nerve growth factor
	
1986
J. Kiffin Penry starts offering Epilepsy Minifellowships: week-long seminars for epilepsy training in Winston-Salem, North Carolina
	
1988
With his wife Sandra, child neurologist Arnold P. Gold co-founds his eponymous Foundation, dedicated to fostering humanism in medicine

	
1988
The first vagal nerve stimulator is placed in a human for the purpose of treating epilepsy
	
1988
Financial expert Jack Dreyfus writes A Remarkable Medicine Has Been Overlooked about the amazing health benefits of the anti-seizure medication phenytoin, and sends free copies of his book to hundreds of doctors
	
1990
George H.W. Bush declares "The Decade of the Brain"

	
1990
The Americans with Disabilities Act is signed into law, prohibiting discrimination based on disability - including mental and physical disabilities, chronic or short-term, without extensive documentation
	
1990
Stephen Ashwal publishes the first history dedicated to child neurology: The Founders of Child Neurology
	
1993
The NIH's Consensus Development Conference on Early Identification of Hearing Loss advises that all newborns receive hearing screens, ideally before leaving the hospital

	
1994
Audrey Penn became the 1st Black and the 1st female president of the American Neurological Association
	
1994
Roy Elterman and Don Shields  study vigabatrin for infantile spasms. They will sell the results of their study to a pharmaceutical company, and use those funds to start the Pediatric Epilepsy Research Foundation (PERF)
	
1996
Alteplase is the first tissue plasminogen activator approved by the FDA for treating acute ischemic stroke

	
1997
FDA approves Diastat, a rectal gel of diazepam, for emergency treatment of seizures
	
1999
A team led by Huda Zoghbi demonstrates that variations in the X-linked MECP2 gene cause Rett syndrome
	
2001
The Child Neurology Foundation, an advocacy group for children and caregivers of children with neurological disorders, is founded

	
2001
The first McDonald criteria for multiple sclerosis are published, named for Ian McDonald and incorporating MRI findings as well as clinical symptoms
	
2003
Sandra Olson becomes the 1st female president of the American Academy of Neurology
	
2003
The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is awarded to Paul Lauterbur and Peter Mansfield for their work on magnetic resonance imaging

	
2004
Behavioral Neurology & Neuropsychiatry is the first subspecialty approved for subspecialty recognition by the United Council of Neurologic Subspecialties
	
2004
The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is awarded to Richard Axel and Linda Buck for their discoveries of odorant receptors and the organization of the olfactory system
	
2005
Vanda Lennon and her team describe the aquaporin-4 antibodies present in neuromyelitis optica spectrum disorder, distinguishing NMOSD as a B cell-mediated disease

	
2005
Josep Dalmau reports 4 young women with acute psychosis, seizures, memory deficits, and autonomic instability associated with ovarian teratoma - found to be NMDA receptor antibody positive encephalitis
	
2006
The first academic neurology podcast - The Lancet Neurology - is released
	
2007
An old daguerreotype is posted on Flickr of a "One-Eyed Man with Harpoon"; people on social media recognize it’s actually a long-lost picture of Phineas Gage

	
2008
Carolyn Barley Britton becomes the 1st neurologist president of the National Medical Association
	
2009
Ted Burns, creator of the Neurology journal podcast, is a finalist for a James Beard award for an interview about "Thomas Jefferson and Wine" on a wine-themed podcast
	
2011
Seventeen high school students in Le Roy, New York present with sudden onset of tics, fainting and numbness - presumed a mass psychogenic illness

	
2012
Jeff Iliff and Maiken Nedergaard describe a system of waste removal from the brain through perivascular spaces, termed the glymphatic system
	
2014
Mary Anne Guggenheim, 1st female president of the Child Neurology Society in 1981, elected to the Montana House of Representatives in 1998, finally legally marries her wife in California 
	
2014
The term "acute flaccid myelitis" is used to describe new outbreaks of flaccid weakness - primarily upper extremity and bulbar - associated with Enterovirus D68

	
2014
The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is awarded to John O'Keefe, May-Britt Moser and Edvard Moser for their discoveries of cells that constitute a positioning system in the brain
	
2015
Zach London and Jim Burke release the popular neurology-localization related board game The Lesion
	
2016
Nusinersen, the first anti-sense oligonucleotide therapy, is approved by the FDA for spinal muscular atrophy

	
2017
A randomized controlled trial of cannabidiol shows benefit in children with Dravet Syndrome
	
2017
The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is awarded to Jeffrey Hall, Michael Robash and Michael Young for their discoveries of molecular mechanisms controlling the circadian rhythm
	
2020
Adolescents and young adults experience a sharp increase in the prevalence of acute-onset functional tics - sometimes triggered by seeing tics on social media, and dubbed "TikTok tics"

	
2021
The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is awarded to David Julius and Ardem Patapoutian for their discoveries of receptors for temperature and touch
	
2024
The Nobel Prize in Physics is awarded to John Hopfield and Geoffrey Hinton for foundational discoveries and inventions that enable machine learning with artificial neural networks
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